
Grants Application 

Application Details
Fund Holehird Trust Fund 19/20 

(Groups)
Application no 21979

Project cost £2,541.73 Amount requested £2,541.73
Amount 
recommended

£0.00 Grants Officer Ellen Clements

Applicant Details
Organisation Penrith Mountain Rescue Team
Post Town PENRITH District Eden

Grant Priority 5 Index of Multiple 
Deprivation

39

Aims of the 
group

To assist the emergency services in rescuing and providing aid to those lost or in danger both 
in mountainous areas and across the wider countryside. We specialise in search and rescue 
operations, including rescues at height.  We maintain a fleet of vehicles, including off-road 
capability to allow us to reach remote areas.  We also maintain a strong team of fully qualified 
Swiftwater Rescue Technicians, able to carry out rescue operations in both moving water and 
urban flood situations. Many in the team are also qualified in Casualty Care.

Previous Funding Details
No. of grant 
applications

5 No. of approved 
grants

1 Total Amount 
Awarded

£1000.00

Project Details
Project title Water Rescue Equipment
Project detail We are expecting a further six team members to become qualified as Swiftwater Rescue 

Technicians (SRTs) around late February. Each one of these will need to be provided with full 
personal equipment, most of which is considered essential PPE. Whilst we have stocks of some 
items (such as dry suits and personal floatation devices) we will need to procure the majority of 
this equipment prior to the training and assessment. We also need to procure some large group 
casualty shelters, some emergency foil casualty blankets and caps/thick neoprene gloves for 
winter use (for all SRTs within the team).

Need We have received messages of thanks from individuals on many occasions, as well as thanks 
and commendations from the Police and local politicians. Whilst the full-time emergency 
services maintain a water rescue capability (mainly Cumbria Fire & Rescue and the 
Coastguard), they are hard-pressed in many situations and know that they can rely on Penrith 
Mountain Rescue Team to provide a significant additional service, to the same high standards 
of training, equipment and overall safety.

Disadvantage Unfortunately, it is not uncommon for people to get into difficulties in rivers and lakes, often 
whilst kayaking or walking close to water bodies.  For people in such situations, our 
intervention can mean the difference between survival or drowning. Meanwhile, flooding 
increasingly impacts on a considerable number of people right across our region, as can be seen 
from occasions such as Storm Desmond, where the team was central to efforts to rescue a great 
many people from flooded houses in Carlisle, Eamont Bridge and other areas. Our ability to 
rescue people from their flooded homes, often with pets and most cherished possessions, seems 
to make a very real difference, even if they are later faced with the issues around finding 
accommodation and repairing their houses.

Benefits The bulk of the funding will allow us to fully equip 6 additional SRTs, bringing our team 
strength up to approximately 20 in total. This allows us to ensure a strong and capable response 
for water rescue incidents across northeast Cumbria and more widely, in support of other 
rescue teams and Cumbria Fire & Rescue. The additional gear will better protect all SRTs 
within the team, as well as providing better care for casualties, particularly those that are in 
danger of becoming hypothermic.

Measure The initial benefits are pretty straightforward:  A larger, stronger and more capable water 
rescue capability within the team, with all qualified members suitably equipped and thus able 
to operate safely in a wide range of environments.  The secondary benefits, being to those we 
rescue or otherwise assist, are perhaps harder to quantify, but will become recognised during 
and after particular incidents, we expect.



After funding 
ends

We have an ongoing programme of equipment monitoring and inspection; some of this 
specialist equipment has a limited lifespan and must be periodically replaced. Meanwhile, as 
new equipment becomes available or new techniques are developed, we will look to ensure that 
we remain in line with all recognised standards. To this end, we will periodically submit new 
bids for funding, so as to allow us to make such necessary purchases.

No of beneficiaries 20 No of volunteers 15

Expenditure
Other costs: £22.95
Delivery charges for R3 SAR Gear, Palm and Medtree.  
All others either free delivery confirmed or expected.

Capital costs: £2,518.78
'Water rescue equipment 

Income
Amount of 
funding raised so 
far

£0.00 Considerable funds raised from various sources, but not for this 
project

Applying 
Elsewhere

No

Quotes Received Yes

Assessment
Assessor’s 
comments 

Penrith MRT is a registered charity and is a member of the Lake District Search and Mountain 
Rescue Association LDSAMRA. 
 
Within the LDSAMRA area, there are ten mountain rescue teams as well as two specialist 
teams (Cumbria Ore Mines Unit - COMRU and the Lake District Search and Rescue Dog 
Association LDMRSDA).
 
Penrith MRT covers the largest geographic area; the area stretches from the Scottish Border to 
the Northumberland Border. They work alongside neighbouring Mountain Rescue teams, 
particularly Patterdale and Kirkby Stephen.
 
The Team is entirely funded by donations and all members are unpaid volunteers and respond 
to over 50 callouts per year. 
Accounts dated 2018 show an income of £71,809 and expenditure of £42,070 They had 
£355,911.93 in their bank account at the end of their financial year. 

Their accounts show a healthy financial reserve.  They want to hold reserves to cover all 
running costs for approximately three years.
They say that some of their financial reserves are  ring-fenced to support plans to build a new 
base  It is likely that the project will cost in the region of £1m overall, including purchase or 
lease of land, construction and all associated fees. This project has not started yet.
Because of the wide geographical area of benefit and it is not just Westmorland which this fund 
supports and their healthy bank balance, recommend reject.


